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flash
“Despite the efforts of Satan to thwart God's purpose for Israel, nevertheless
even in some of the darkest hours of their history, when it seemed as if the forces
of evil were about to gain the victory, the Lord graciously revealed Himself. He
spread before Israel the things that were for the welfare of the nation. . . . Ten-
derly had the Lord dealt with them, instructing them by His prophets line upon
line, precept upon precept” (Prophets and Kings, p. 296).
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do you think?

Write down what emotions you would feel if the following
happened to you:

+ You find a $100 bill on the street.

« You drop and break your cell phone.
* You get a C on your exam.
« Everyone laughs at your new outfit.
+ You find a mouse in your backpack.
+ Your best friend moves away.

« Your family forgets your birthday.

« Itis the last day of school.

« Your boyfriend/girlfriend breaks up with you.
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id you
now?

osea had to buy his
wife back with 15 shekels
of silver, and 1% homers of
barley. In Hosea's time, 1%
homers of barley was equal to
about 430 pounds of barley and
was worth 15 shekels of silver. That means he
had to buy his wife for 30 pieces of silver—the
price of a slave. That was also the price Judas
received for Jesus. Hosea prob-
ably made only 10 shekels
a year, so 30 shekels was
a large price to pay. Imag-
ine the prophet walking up to
the slave master with 430
pounds of grain!
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punch lines

“The LoRrD appeared to us in the past, saying:

“'Thave loved you with an everlasting love; T have drawn you with unfail-
ing kindness' " (Jeremiah 31:3, NIV).

“T have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like
the morning mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you”
(Isaiah 44:22, N1V).

* ‘Come back to me, you unfaithful children, and I
will forgive you for being unfaithful.

“'Yes, we will come to you, because you are the

LorD our God. It was foalish to worship idols

on the hills and on the mountains. Surely the

salvation of Israel comes from the LorD our
God' " (Jeremiah 3:22, 23, NCV).

“In a surge of anger I hid my face from

you for a moment, but with everlasting
kindness I will have compassion on you,
says the LorD your Redeemer” (Isaiah
54:8, NIV).

“Now it's time to change your ways!
Turn to face God so he can wipe away
your sins, pour out showers of bless-
ing to refresh you" (Acts 3:19, The
Message).

further

“By giving Christ to our
world, God manifested His
love for mankind.”—tllen G. white,
Lift Him Up, p. 134

“Christ was the medium through
which He [God the Father] could pour
out His infinite love upon a fallen world.”
—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 13
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connectingtolife

Monday
Read Acts 3:19.
od loved Israel to death. God was very
hurt about how Israel had broken His
heart and left Him. He was angry too. God
came up with a solution for this problem.
Read this week's Key Text and write down
God's solution below:

God saw that Israel was sick—sin-sick and in
need of healing. He promised to heal them
and to love them freely. What do you think
that means? Did God loving Israel freely
mean they could continue to do what they
wanted? What should Israel do in response
to God's love? What should we do in light of
the love God freely gives us?

Tuesday

Read Jeremiah 31:3.

I n the Flashlight section, Ellen White reveals
that God was not the only one after Isra-

el's love and affection. Satan was very active

trying to ruin the relationship God had with

His people. Read the Flashlight section and jot

down the kinds of things you think Satan did

to keep Israel away from God.
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What things does Satan do to try to ruin your
relationship with God? Does it work?

Wednesday

Read all the verses in the Punch Lines sec-
tion. What do these verses reveal about

God? If you had to summarize all the verses

in five words or less, what would you write?

Which verse stood out to you the most? Why?

God loves us. He works hard at keeping a

relationship with us. Even when Satan tries to /this week's reading*\

distract us, God reveals Himself and speaks to .
us through His Word. Pro,o/]ets and Kings (or Royalty
in Ruins), chapters 23; 24.

*Royalty in Ruins is a special adaptation of Prophets and Kings,
created for you by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press®.
Get more information about it at http://www.cornerstone
connections.net/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages
-companion-books#.URIhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly
reading plan, you will read at least one book of the Conﬂictof/

the Ages Series each year.
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