
PREPARING TO TEACH

I. SYNOPSIS
 The remnant of Judah led by Zerubbabel faced a 
hostile crowd of naysayers determined to prevent the 
rebuilding of the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. 
 Yet, as Ezra 6 notes, God worked mightily on 
behalf of His beloved people. He used King Darius to 
enforce a long-lost decree giving Judah permission to 
rebuild the Temple. Through Zechariah God promised 
that He Himself would come to Jerusalem and make 
a home with them, a clear prophetic reference to the 
future advent of the Messiah.
 Zechariah’s message was designed to give hope 
and encouragement, particularly to Zerubbabel. God 
wanted him to know that his labors to build up God’s 
Temple were not in vain, and neither are ours today. 
The finishing of the work would not be accomplished 
“‘by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the 
Lord Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6, NIV).
 At the center of this week’s study is God’s promise 
to help us through the challenges we face in doing His 
bidding. We, like ancient Judah, are metaphorically 
building up God’s house here on earth. We labor to 
lead others to Him, and we labor to be like Him. In 
both endeavors we can do nothing without His direc-
tion and support.

II. TARGET
 The students will:
 •  Learn that the call of God to do great things is 

accompanied by power to accomplish the task. 
(Know)

 •  Experience the peace that comes from trusting 
God through trial. (Feel)

 •  Accept an opportunity to turn all their plans over 
to God. (Respond)

III. EXPLORE
 The Church, Seventh-day Adventist Beliefs, no. 
12: “The church is the community of believers who 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. In continuity 
with the people of God in Old Testament times, we are 
called out from the world; and we join together for wor-
ship, for fellowship, for instruction in the Word, for the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for service to human-
ity, and for the worldwide proclamation of the gospel. 
The church derives its authority from Christ, who is 
the incarnate Word revealed in the Scriptures. The 
church is God’s family; adopted by Him as children, 
its members live on the basis of the new covenant. 
The church is the body of Christ, a community of faith 
of which Christ Himself is the Head.” (Genesis 12:1-3; 
Exodus 19:3-7; Matthew 16:13-20; 18:18; 28:19, 20; 
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Scripture Story: Zechariah 2; Ezra 6.
Commentary: Prophets and Kings, chapter 48.
Key Text: Zechariah 4:6.
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Acts 2:38-42; 7:38; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 1:22, 
23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11; 5:23-27; Colossians 1:17, 18; 
1 Peter 2:9.) 

TEACHING

I. GETTING STARTED 

Activity
 Refer the students to the What Do You Think? 
section of their lesson. After they have completed it, 
discuss their responses. 
 After the students have had some time to rank 
their responses, ask them to share which parental 
action they ranked first on their list. Note: Many teens 
do not believe that they need anything from their par-
ents, but press them for responses. 
 The objective of this exercise is to highlight our 
need for encouragement through the words and actions 
of our parents and, by extension, God. God, through 
Zechariah, was offering Israel hope in extremely diffi-
cult circumstances. That is why Zechariah’s message 
is essential for us today.

Illustration
 Share this illustration in your own words:
 Olympic gold medalist Darrell Pace was to give an 
archery exhibition in New York City’s Central Park, and 
the event received coverage by all the news stations. 
Shooting steel-tipped hunting arrows, Pace punctured 
bull’s-eyes without a miss. Then he called for a volunteer. 
 “All you have to do,” said Pace, “is hold this apple 
in your hand, waist-high.” ABC correspondent Josh 
Howell took a bold step forward. He stood there, a 
small apple in his hand, a larger one in his throat. Pace 
took aim from 30 yards away as everyone held their 
breath. Then THWACK—a clean hit that exploded the 
apple before striking the target behind. 
 Everybody applauded Howell, who was all smiles—
until his cameraman approached with a hangdog look. 
“I’m sorry, Josh,” he said. “I didn’t get it. Had a prob-
lem with my viewfinder. Could you do it again?”
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II. TEACHING THE STORY

Bridge to the Story
 Share the following in your own words:
 How many of us would volunteer the first time, let 
alone the second time, with an arrow aimed at us? Yet 
faith in God often requires not just one, but multiple 
applications. 
 Zerubbabel and the remnant from Judah faced 
a daunting challenge: “Build a temple for God”—in 
hostile territory. Every day that the people and the 
builders went out to do God’s will, they had to exercise 
an unflinching faith—especially Zerubbabel. There was 
no presumption in Zechariah’s message. God would 
be the Author and Finisher of Judah’s faith, and that’s 
the message we all need as we approach daunting 
trials before Jesus comes!

Out of the Story for Teachers
 After you read the Into the Story section with your 
students, use the following in your own words to pro-
cess it with them.
 •   As a starting point, ask for a show of hands of 

students who have ever read from the books of 
Ezra and Zechariah. This will allow you to get a 
sense of how much background you may need 
to share later.

 •  What specific things did God do to ensure 
Judah’s success during the rebuilding process? 
Was this a source of comfort to them?

 •  Was the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem 
solely commanded by God so that He could 
be worshipped and revered? What role did the 
Temple play in Jewish life? What happened at 
the Temple?

 •  What impact would the rebuilding of the Temple 
have on the surrounding nations? Remember, 
when God called Israel to be His special, 
prized possession (Exodus 19), God had the 
blessing of the entire world in mind. How was 
the rebuilding of the Temple a continuation of 
God’s original plan for Israel?

 •  The adversity Judah faced is not unlike that 
which we face today as we seek to obey God’s 
commands. Ask the students to share some of 
the present-day obstacles to obeying God that 
they face. Did the Israelites face similar temp-
tations/challenges? 

 •  Does God have to put us into captivity before 
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we decide to follow Him? What role did Israel’s 
memory of their horrific experience in Babylon 
play in their willingness to trust God? 

 •  Zerubbabel faced unique challenges as the 
leader in God’s effort to rebuild the Temple. 
How did Zechariah’s prophecy of God’s protec-
tion and blessing during the rebuilding process 
make him feel?

 Use the following as more teachable passages that 
relate to today’s story: Exodus 19; 20; Deuteronomy 
28–30; Ezra 4–6.

Sharing Context and Background
 Use the following information to shed more light on 
the story for your students. Share it in your own words.
 1.   The name says it all. Zechariah was hand-

picked by God to deliver a much-needed 
message of hope to ancient Judah and us 
today. Consider this ordained coincidence: 
Zechariah’s name means “Yahweh remem-
bers.” He is a descendant of Iddo from a 
priestly tribe. Iddo means “at the appointed 
time.” Zechariah is the son of Berechiah, and 
Berechiah means “God will bless.”  
   Put it all together and you get something like 
this: God remembers at the appointed time 
and He will bless. Or God remembers to bless 
at the appointed time. Many of the ancient 
prophets’ names would summarize their mes-
sage, but this connection is special. It seems 
tailor-made to communicate the love of God 

for Judah following their captivity.   
    What will God remember? His covenant. God 
will never forget His people or His promises to 
them (Isaiah 49:16), and at the appointed time, 
He will bless them!

 2.   God at Work. The Babylonian defeat at 
the hands of the Persians brought about 
Judah’s freedom. As Zerubbabel led a con-
tingent of Judah back to Jerusalem, he was 
miraculously allowed to start the rebuild-
ing of the Temple. This was not because 
of the generosity of the Persians.  
    “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, 
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Tips for Top-Notch Teaching 

Open Up
 Teens will often care about the subject mat-
ter when they see that it matters in real life, that 
it made a difference in the life of someone they 
know. Can you think of a time in your life when 
God was not the sole focus of your life? Would 
you feel comfortable sharing what your life was 
like when there was not a “place” for God?
 Avoid generalizations, if possible. Think of a 
tangible difference that making a place for God 
in your life has made. Please don’t reveal some 
deep dark secret here.

Teaching From . . . 
Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson.

• Key Text  
  Invite the students to share the key text with 

the class if they have committed it to memory.
• Flashlight  

  Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out 
that most of the time it is from the commen-
tary on this week’s story found in the book 
Prophets and Kings. Ask what relationship 
they see between the statement and what they 
have just discussed from Out of the Story.   

•  Punch Lines  
Point out to your students the verses listed 
in their lesson that relate to this week’s story. 
Have them share the verse that speaks most 
directly to them and allow them to explain why 
they chose it. 

•  Further Insight  
Ask them how the quote in Further Insight 
conveys the point of the story in this lesson. 



in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken 
by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of 
Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation 
throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 
‘This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: “The 
Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed 
me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in 
Judah. Any of his people among you may go 
up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple 
of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is 
in Jerusalem”’” (Ezra 1:1-3, NIV).  
    What do these verses tell us about God’s 
willingness to reach the heathen and use them 
to bless His people? If God used heathen 
Babylon to punish Judah, why couldn’t He 
also use heathen Persia to bless Judah? 

 3.   The Church. The remnant of Judah is a sym-
bol of God’s remnant church at the end of 
time. The church will experience challenges and 
perplexities until Jesus returns, but it is not to 
waver or doubt God’s protection or providence.  
    Ellen White writes: “Human power and human 
might did not establish the church of God, and 
neither can they destroy it. Not on the rock of  
human strength, but on Christ Jesus, the Rock 
of Ages, was the church founded, ‘and the  
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.’  
Matthew 16:18. The presence of God gives sta- 
bility to His cause” (Prophets and Kings, pp.  
595, 596).  
    Notice, the church is not stabilized by its doc-
trines, its diet, or anything else. It is stabilized by 
the presence of God. A mere intellectual assent 
to truth, without the presence of God residing 
in the heart, will not keep us in the last days of 
earth’s history. God was with Zerubbabel and 
Judah. That is why they succeeded, and that is 
why we, too, will succeed. 
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III. CLOSING

Activity
 Close with an activity and debrief it in your own 
words.
 Bring several building tools to class if you can. Or, 
better yet, ask a fellow church member who works in 
the building trades to bring some of their work tools to 
your class. 
 As you prepare to close, ask them to come in and 
explain briefly what each tool is used for. Then, close 
by asking your students to think about the life that they 
are building. Ask them to quietly reflect on this ques-
tion: What tools do they need to build a relationship 
with God?
 Close with a prayer asking God to help everyone 
to draw closer to Him.

Summary
 Share the following thoughts in your own words:
 Malachi 3:6 reminds us that God does not change. 
His promises are so sure that once uttered they carry 
the same weight of blessing as if spoken today. The 
God who commissioned the rebuilding of the Temple 
by moving the heart of a heathen king is the same God 
who stirs our hearts to serve Him today.
 The God who provided materials and means to 
erect the Temple wants to build a place in our hearts 
today. It should not be lost on us that the Temple was 
the first item that God commanded to be built follow-
ing Judah’s captivity. 
 To accomplish this task meant that the people 
would face difficulties, but God’s purpose was reso-
lute and through Zechariah He encouraged Judah to 
persevere. This story reminds us that our relationship 
with God must always be first in our lives. We must 
build a place for Him, that He might dwell with us until 
He returns to take us to a place built for us.
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Remind the students about the reading plan that will take them through the 
inspired commentary of the Bible, the Conflict of the Ages Series. The reading that 
goes with this lesson is Prophets and Kings (or Royalty and Ruin),*  chapter 48. 

*A special adaptation of Prophets and Kings has been created by the Ellen G. 
White Estate and the Pacific Press Publishing Association. Get more info about it at 
www.cornerstoneconnections.net.




