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Sabbath
Read John 14:11, 12.

The qualities and powers exhibited in the 
Son and the Holy Spirit are also those of 

the Father” (Seventh-day Adventist Beliefs, 
God the Father).

In a small group of friends, discuss the fol-
lowing:

• How far back in your family history can 
you go with knowing something about your 
ancestors?
• What is your family story? How does your 
family history color that story?
• What are the benefits of studying your family 
history?  
• What are the benefits of studying the family 
history of Jesus?
• Numerous genealogies are listed in both the 
Old Testament and the New Testament. Why 
do you think the writers of the Bible were so 
careful to include these lists? What can we 
learn from them? 
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Sunday 
Read 1 John 4:9-12.

Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus would have 
sent shock waves through the com-

munity because of his inclusion of women. 
In the ancient world women did not establish 
bloodlines. They had no legal rights. They were 
treated as property. What was most explosive, 
however, had to do with which women Mat-
thew included (see Matthew 1:3, 5, 6). 

What do these women have in common? What 
is Matthew trying to tell us by mentioning these 
women in the bloodline of Jesus? What does 
this tell us about Jesus?

Monday 
Read John 3:16.

Read the Key Text and explain the signifi-
cance of the two genealogies included in 

connectingtolife
Luke 3: the human lineage of Jesus’ ancestors 
and His divine origins that position Him as 
equal with God. How is this important to our 
understanding of who Jesus is?

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Tuesday 
Read Matthew 16:13-16.

A fter reading the Flashlight section reflect 
on the question that Jesus put to the Phar-

isees: “What think ye of Christ? whose son is 
He?” Compare this question to the question that 
Jesus asked His disciples in Matthew 16:13: 
“Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”

Is this the same question? Explain.
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Consider what the following verses say about 
the identity of Christ and then complete the 
sentence:

Matthew 16:16—Jesus is ______________
John 3:16, 17—Jesus is _______________
John 10:30—Jesus is _________________
Colossians 1:13-23—Jesus is ___________

Wednesday 

Read the three texts included in the Punch 
Lines section. How do Matthew 1:18-20 

and Isaiah 53:5, 6 answer the question that 
Jesus poses in Luke 20:41?

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

Thursday 
Read Matthew 28:19.

Reflecting on Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, 
Martin Luther once said, “It is as though 

God intended for people to hear this genealogy 
and say to themselves, ‘Oh, Christ is the kind of 
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person who is not ashamed of sinners. See, he 
even puts them in his family tree.’ ”

Have you ever felt like Jesus was ashamed 
of you? The next time you feel that you 
have disappointed Jesus, read Matthew 1 
and remember that there is no sin that would 
cause Jesus to love you less. His love knows no 
boundaries.  His family tree is loaded with bad 
apples like you and me—and that’s precisely 
why He came!

Friday 
Read Romans 8:15.

I t is in the Gospel of Matthew where we are 
told that the soldiers put a scarlet robe on 

Jesus’ body. Toward the end of Jesus’ life Mat-
thew is saying, “Now you see the scarlet thread 
in the One who took on all of our sins. It is a 
sign of salvation, a symbol of grace, weaving all 
the way to a bloodstained cross. There’s room 
in the family for you. Will you accept Jesus’ in-
vitation to join His family?”

this week’s reading*
The Desire of Ages (or Humble 
Hero), chapter 2.

*Humble Hero is a special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, 
created by the Ellen G. White Estate and Pacific Press. Get more 
information about it at http://www.cornerstoneconnections.net 
/article/191/about-us/conflict-of-the-ages-companionbooks#.
URlhF1rBO9s. By following the weekly reading plan, you will read 
at least one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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PREPARING TO TEACH

I. SYNOPSIS
 Ellen White’s writing in chapters 2 and 3 of The 
Desire of Ages focuses on the Jews through history 
and the circumstances at the time of Jesus’ birth. In 
chapter 2, “The Chosen People,” she sets the scene 
for the coming Messiah by describing how the Jews 
had been entrusted to reveal God to humanity, but 
as they departed from God, they lost sight of their 
calling and purpose. Although the Jews desired the 
Messiah’s coming, at the time of His arrival their hope 
was deliverance from Roman rule rather than the 
promise of their redemption from sin. “They looked 
for the Messiah to come as a conqueror, to break 
the oppressor’s power, and exalt Israel to universal 
dominion. Thus the way was prepared for them to 
reject the Savior” (The Desire of Ages, p. 30).
 Chapter 3, “ ‘The Fullness of the Time,’ ” centers on 
the circumstances present when God saw fit to send 
forth His Son and that the timing of His arrival was as 
He had ordained. A historical look at the progression 
of the Jews as His chosen people and a review of the 
times at Jesus’ birth provides opportunity to look at the 
circumstances of today’s world and the role of Seventh-
day Adventists in revealing Jesus. As we ponder the 
return of Jesus, her words (on page 32) remind us that 
“like the stars in the vast circuit of their appointed path, 
God’s purposes know no haste and no delay.”

II. TARGET
 The students will:
 •  Recognize the similarities that exist between 

the times Jesus was born and the world today. 
(Know)

 •  Realize the risk that exists for Seventh-day 
Adventists to miss the signs of His coming as 
did the Jews of old. (Feel)

 •  Resolve to be ready for His coming while reveal-
ing His character and saving grace. (Respond)

III. EXPLORE
 The Second Coming of Christ, Seventh-day 
Adventist Beliefs no. 25: “The second coming of Christ 
is the blessed hope of the church, the grand climax of the 
gospel. The Savior’s coming will be literal, personal, visi-
ble, and worldwide. When He returns, the righteous dead 
will be resurrected, and together with the righteous living 
will be glorified and taken to heaven, but the unrighteous 
will die. The almost complete fulfillment of most lines 
of prophecy, together with the present condition of the 
world, indicates that Christ’s coming is near. The time of 
that event has not been revealed, and we are therefore 
exhorted to be ready at all times.” (Matt. 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 21; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 
1 Thess. 4:13-18; 5:1-6; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; 2 Tim. 3:1-
5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:28; Rev. 1:7; 14:14-20; 19:11-21.)

TEACHING

I. GETTING STARTED

Activity
 Refer the students to the What Do You Think? 
section of their lesson. After they have completed it, 
discuss their responses. 
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Scripture Story: Genesis 3:15, 16; Genesis 22:18; Isaiah 
7:14; Isaiah 9:6, 7; Micah 5:2; Matthew 1:1, 18-23; Acts 2:29, 
30; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 1:18-21. 
Commentary: The Desire of Ages, chapters 2, 3.
Key Text: Galatians 4:4, 5.

countdown  
to the Savior
countdown  
to the Savior
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Bridge to the Story
 Share the following in your own words:
 For more than a half century the strains of “Lift 
Up the Trumpet” have traveled the airwaves as the 
Voice of Prophecy radio ministry enters the homes of 
millions of radio listeners. The words of each stanza, 
and the stirring refrain, bring the promise of Christ’s 
coming home. “Coming again, coming again, Jesus is 
coming again!” Well, sure, we believe that. We teach 
that. But what did we do this week that shows we live 
that belief? 

Out of the Story for Teachers
 After you read the Into the Story section with your 
students, use the following in your own words to pro-
cess it with them.
 •  How can you explain calamities such as the 

Holocaust and the 2004 tsunami in light of 
the great controversy? How is it reassuring to 
know that Jesus has fulfilled the promise given 
to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15 and that He 
will put an end forever to the consequences of 
sin and evil in our world? “Through every age, 
through every hour, the love of God had been 
exercised toward the fallen race” (The Desire of 
Ages, p. 37). But calamities are part of our post-
Eden world. See www.whiteestate.org/issues 
/calamities.asp for information regarding God’s 
love and calamities.

 •  If you live in an Adventist center, discuss with 
your students the pros and cons about daily life 
in such circumstances.

 •  Identify what symbols of Christ are included in 
an Adventist worship service. Describe how the 
various components of the Temple ritual service 
were symbols of Christ. What symbols of Christ 
are included in Seventh-day Adventist worship 
services?

 •  Why were the inhabitants of the unfallen worlds 
intensely interested in what was happening on 
earth? Do you think those beings are as inter-
ested in today’s world?

 Use the following as more teachable passages that 
relate to today’s story: Luke 19:37-44.

Sharing Context and Background
 Use the following information to shed more light on 
the story for your students. Share it in your own words.
 “The [Old Testament] prophecies concerning Israel 

 Invite the students to discuss the similarities or 
differences they identified between the Jews of old 
and the Seventh-day Adventist Church today. One 
idea is to re-create the continuum on the floor (using 
masking tape), asking the students to stand on the line 
according to their response. 
 Review some of the signs of the coming of Christ 
compared with conditions or events in the world today. 
Ask, without any outward show of response, if any are 
unsettled or worried about what is taking place in the 
world and/or their assurance of salvation. Remind your 
students that Jesus has promised His grace is sufficient.
 Make a list in front of the class of what the students 
suggested regarding what to watch for and pray for. 

Illustration
 Share this illustration in your own words:
 I recall a dream I had while a high school student 
some months after hearing the Adventist teaching 
about the second coming of Christ for the first time. In 
the dream I was dazed and walking on a New York City 
street as a terrified horde of people ran toward me. The 
buildings were shaking, the ground quaking. As I turned 
around and began to run with the crowd, I asked a man 
next to me what was happening. His answer struck fear 
in my heart: “Jesus is coming!” I turned and looked 
upward but could see nothing but a skyscraper canyon 
and an endless stream of panic-stricken people. Then 
I heard an amazingly loud sound like an air horn ampli-
fied to 200 decibels, and I awoke with a start, heart 
pounding and brow sweaty. Although I was a Christian 
who believed that Jesus would come again, the imme-
diacy of that dream caused me to wonder why I woke 
up frightened.
 Four years later, then a student at Southern 
Missionary College, I was walking on campus on a glo-
rious spring day. Suddenly the silence was shattered 
by a horn blast-like sound that caused an immediate 
flashback to that memorable dream. Not knowing 
what it was, I immediately spun and looked eastward, 
anticipating the sight of the coming King. It was the 
volunteer fire department signal horn high atop Lynn 
Wood Hall. I smiled and realized I was disappointed. 
No pounding heart, no sweaty brow, just an assurance 
that when He did come, I would be ready to greet my 
Lord with joy.

II. TEACHING THE STORY

28 www.cornerstoneconnections.net
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constitute a declaration of God’s purpose with respect 
to the Jews as the covenant people; these prophe-
cies were strictly conditional upon their cooperation; 
by rejecting Jesus as the Messiah the Jewish nation 
withdrew from the covenant relationship and forfeited 
its special relationship to God under the covenant; the 
covenant promises and privileges were permanently 
transferred to the Christian church as the new cove-
nant people, to be fulfilled to the extent that they are 
applicable under the new historical situation; details 
dependent on literal Israel retaining its status as the 
covenant people, resident in Palestine, have lapsed 
by default; we are dependant upon later inspired 

writers for a valid application of these [Old Testament] 
predictions to the church” (Seventh-day Adventist 

Encyclopedia [1976], vol. 10, p. 686).
 “The invitation to participate in the second coming 
of Christ is paralleled by other occasions when God 
Himself has sent His servants at pivotal times in his-
tory to offer salvation to humanity. A study of the key 
elements involved in each of these events will clarify 
the issues just before the second coming of Christ.

 “As we study these events, a pattern emerges that 
parallels the event of the second coming of Christ. 
 “1.  In the fullness of time, God acted on His own 

time schedule to bring about judgment and 
salvation.

 “2.  The event initiated by God took place when 
humanity had sunk in sin to its lowest depth.

 “3.  The political, religious, and intellectual leaders 
of the age were foremost in leading the people 
into sin and apostasy. 

 “4.  Apostasy led to the creation of ‘designer 
gods’ who fit the mood, the culture, the 
worldview, and the intellectual thinking of the 
age. Reliance upon ‘designer gods’ led to the 
rejection of God and doubt in His message. 

 “5.  God chose a messenger to bring His Word of 
warning and salvation.

  “6.  God’s people received the salvation offered 
by God because they accepted His Word by 
faith. Faith is what gave them certainty in the 
prophecies of God’s Word” (E. Edward Zinke, 
taken from the devotional message delivered 
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Teaching From . . . 
Refer your students to the other sections of their lesson.

• Key Text  
  Invite students to share the key text with the 

class if they have committed it to memory. 

• Flashlight  
  Read the Flashlight statement, pointing out 

that most of the time it is from the commentary 
on this week’s story found in the book The 
Desire of Ages. Ask what relationship they see 
between the statement and what they have 
just discussed from Out of the Story.   

•  Punch Lines  
Point out to your students the verses listed  
in their lesson that relate to this week’s story. 
Have them share the verse that spoke most 
directly to them and allow them to explain why 
they chose it. 

• Further Insight  
  Ask them how the quote in Further Insight 

conveys the point of the story in this lesson. 
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Tips for Top-Notch Teaching 

Engaging the Senses
 In order to make more real for your students 
something that happened long ago or will hap-
pen in the future, such as the Second Coming, 
ask your students to engage all their senses as 
they view a photo, look at a graphic, or form an 
image in their mind about an event. After reading 
the Biblical account that describes the scene, 
ask them to visualize the event as though they 
were participating in it. In the case of a photo or 
other graphic it is useful to have them view the 
image in quadrants so they can focus special 
attention and likely see more detail.
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Remind the students about the reading plan that will take them through the 
inspired commentary of the Bible, the Conflict of the Ages Series. The reading that 
goes with this lesson is The Desire of Ages (or Humble Hero),* chapters 2, 3. 

*A special adaptation, Humble Hero, has been created by the Ellen G. White 
Estate and Pacific Press Publishing Association. Get more info about it at www 
.cornerstoneconnections.net.

Offer to discuss further God’s saving grace and the 
need to have the assurance of salvation.

Summary
 Share the following thoughts in your own words:
 “As the world races through the twenty-first cen-
tury, have you ever considered what our greatest need 
is? What do men and women living in the twenty-first 
century need most?” “We can live days without food, 
hours without water, a few minutes without air, but no 
time at all without hope. Hope buoys up our spirits. It 
lifts our vision from what is to what will be. It is a can-
dle in the darkness. It is like water in the desert or food 
to a starving man. It provides encouragement for the 
future. The Bible is filled with the best hope of all—the 
hope of our Lord’s return. The apostle Paul states, 
‘For whatever things were written before were written 
for our learning, that we through the patience and the 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope’ (Romans 
15:4)” (Mark Finley, What the Bible Says About, p. 41).
 As we draw closer with each passing week to the 
day of His coming, challenge your students to daily 
live their lives standing on principle, serving those 
around them, and looking forward in confidence to the 
Second Coming. The word advent is part of our name, 
chosen to identify our denomination in 1863. We 
Adventists should reveal Jesus through many ways, 
including how we live our lives.

September 30, 1999, at the 1999 Annual 
Council, found at lender.adventist.org/world 
_church/official_meetings/1999annualcouncil 
/zinke.html).

 Use the handout that is at the end of the lesson 
to engage students in a discussion about how Jesus 
fulfilled the prophecies about the Messiah with exact 
precision.

III. CLOSING

Activity
 Close with an activity and debrief it in your own 
words.
 Ask if any students have had an opportunity 
to share about the Second Coming and what the 
response was from the ensuing conversation. Use 
guiding questions to engage students in a discussion 
about the events preceding the second advent of 
Christ and ways we can prepare for Jesus’ return as 
well as fulfill our mission as the remnant that proclaims 
Jesus’ soon return. Refer to the following Bible pas-
sages in the discussion: Matthew 6:33, 34; Matthew 
24:6, 7, 14, 32, 33, 36; Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:32, 
33; Luke 12:40; Luke 21:36; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 
1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:6; 
Hebrews 3:7, 8, 12, 13, 15; 4:7; 1 Peter 4:7; 1 John 
2:28; Jude 24; Revelation 1:7; and Revelation 22:12. 
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Messianic Prophecies and the Plan of Salvation
Match the Bible verse from the Old Testament regarding the prophecies about Christ to the New Testament text  

that prove the fulfillment was found in the life of Christ.

Old Testament  (Prophecy) New Testament (Fulfillment)

A.

“ . . . And His name will be called . . . “ (Isaiah 9:6, 7). “ . . . the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18, 19).

B. “ . . . yet out of you shall come . . .” (Micah 5:2). “ . . . do not be afraid . . . “ (Matthew 1:18-23).

C. “ . . . the earth shall be blessed . . . “ (Genesis 22:18). “ . . . that we might become . . .” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

D. “ . . . when he looked . . . he lived” (Numbers 21:9). “ . . . Son of David . . .” (Matthew 1:1).

E. “ . . . He has sent Me . . . “ (Isaiah 61:1, 2). “. . . He was indeed foreordained . . .” (1 Peter 1:18-21).

F. “ . . . I will greatly multiply . . .” (Genesis 3:15, 16). “ . . . He would raise up the Christ” (Acts 2:29, 30).

G. “ . . . the Lord Himself will give . . .” (Isaiah 7:14). “ . . . even so must the Son of Man be lifted up . . .” (John 3:14-16).
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flashlight
“For more than a thousand years the Jewish people had awaited the Savior’s 

coming. . . . In song and prophecy, in temple rite and household prayer, they had 

enshrined His name. And yet at His coming they knew Him not. . . . 

“Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowl-

edge of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Savior. . . . 

They were to reveal God to men” (The Desire of Ages, p. 27).

JANUARY162021JANUARY162021

“After she had given  him a drink, 

she said, ‘I’ll draw water for your 

camels too, until they have fin-

ished drinking’” 

(Genesis 24:19, NIV).
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Scripture Story: Genesis 3:15, 16; Genesis 22:18; Isaiah 7:14; 
Isaiah 9:6, 7; Micah 5:2; Matthew 1:1, 18-23; Acts 2:29, 30; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 1:18-21.
Commentary: The Desire of Ages, chapters 2, 3.

“But when the fullness of the time 

had come, God sent forth His Son, 

born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were 

under the law, that we might re-

ceive the adoption as sons.” 

(Galatians 4:4, 5)

keytextkeytext

countdown to the Saviorcountdown to the Savior
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