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flash

“When Christ’s followers give back to the Lord His own, they are accumulating
treasure which will be given to them when they shall hear the words, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord"” (The Desire of

Ages, p. 523).
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do you think?

Rank the following: which do you think is the hardest to give
up for following Christ? (1—least difficult, 6—most difficult)
____popularity or public opinion
____money/wealth
____ideas and prejudices
____security of your future
____power and influence
___ success and achievement
Which do you think is the most difficult to
surrender to Christ? While different people can
treasure different things, how does being aware
that you might treasure something more than
Christ affect your choices?

did you
know?

hen the rich young
ruler came to Christ
wanting to know how
to achieve eternal life,
Jesus have him “the

look.” What you may not know is that it is one
of several places in the Gospels where Jesus gave
someone “the look.” However, Mark is
the only writer that says, “Jesus
looked at him and loved him”

[, (Mark 10:21, NIV). “The look”
conveyed a loving appeal to
follow. “The look” was a chal-

D lenge to aim his heart beyond

the world. “The look” conveyed
grief as well, because Christ knew
his heart was so deeply entangled
with wealth that such a leap of faith
was more than the ruler was willing to take.
The word for “look” means to go beyond seeing
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something to perceiving it.




punch lines

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and vermin destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be

also” (Matthew 6:19-21, NIV).

“But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua

24:15, NIV).

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and

with all your soul and with all your strength. These

commandments that | give you today are to be
on your hearts” (Deuteronomy 6:5, 6, NIV).

“A new command | give you: Love one
another. As | have loved you, so you must
love one another” (John 13:34, NIV).

“The law of the Lord is perfect,
refreshing the soul. The statutes of the
Lord are trustworthy, making wise the
simple” (Psalm 19:7, NIV).

“For what does it profit a man to gain
the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For
what will 2 man give in exchange for his
soul?” (Mark 8:36, 37, NASB).

further

“For if the things of this world

are cherished, however uncer-

tain and unworthy they may be,

they will become all-absorbing.”
—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 520.

“All should consider what it means

to desire heaven, and yet to turn away

because of the conditions laid down.”
—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 523.
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connectingtolife

can't seem to do it. Pray for them today and
perhaps send them a note or an e-mail encour-
aging them with the news that Jesus sees them
and loves them.

Tuesday
Read Hebrews 11:25, 26.

ead the quote from The Desire of Ages in

the Flashlight section and reflect on the
things you do for a reward. List them. It seems
as though everything we do has a reward, but
not everything has the same reward. What is
worth more to you than eternal life? Whom do
you know who values heaven and eternal life
more than anything else on earth? If you want
to make their day, tell them in whatever way
you think is best, “I want to thank you for the
way you love eternal life more than anything
else.” See what happens.

Wednesday
Read Jeremiah 7:23.

he Punch Lines in this week’s lesson

pierce through the pleasantries of life and
hit the core issue: What do we want most?
What do we treasure? What are we willing to
do, to give, to resist, to embrace to obtain our
heart’s desire? If you were to order the Punch
Lines in a Bible study for the rich young ruler,
what order would you put them in, and why? If
you were to do a Bible study for the expert in
the law, how would you organize these verses
to make the greatest impact? Why? Think of
someone you know who reminds you of the
lawyer or the ruler, or both, and dedicate time
to pray for them today.
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Thursday

Read 1 John 5:12. K - y - *
M ake a list of your assets—the things you thls Week S I'eadll‘lg

own. It doesn’t have to be a specific list, The Desire of Ages (or Humble
but a general category of “my stuff.” Make a Hero), chapters 53, 54, 57.
list of things you want to acquire before you

die. Make a list of things you want to achieve

A special adaptation of The Desire of Ages, entitled Humble Hero,

has been created just for you by the White Estate and the Pacific
Press Publishing Association. Get more info about it at: www

\ .cornerstoneconnections.net. By following this plan you will read/

\atleast one book of the Conflict of the Ages Series each year.
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