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LESSON 13

Photo by Alden Ho

“In this life we can only begin to understand the wonderful theme of redemption.
With our finite comprehension we may consider most earnestly the shame and the
glory, the life and the death, the justice and the mercy, that meet in the cross; yet
with the utmost stretch of our mental powers we fail to grasp its full significance.
... The plan of redemption will not be fully understood, even when the ransomed
see as they are seen and know as they are known; but through the eternal ages
new truth will continually unfold to the wondering and delighted mind. Though the
griefs and pains and temptations of earth are ended and the cause removed, the
people of God will ever have a distinct, intelligent knowledge of what their salvation
has cost” (The Great Controversy, p. 651).
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do you think?

If you thought this lesson would be an easy one, think again!
Ask yourself a few tough questions:
1. What is the purpose of prophecy?
2. How can it make a difference in my life today?
3. Why do you think Daniel wrote these visions down?
4. What do you think they meant to the children of
Israel, especially while they were in the midst of the
Babylonian captivity?
. Why is this so important to the Adventist
Church?

did you
know?

s we near the close of this
world’s history we near the
close of this world’s history,
the prophecies recorded
by Daniel demand our
special attention, as they
relate to the very time in which we are living.
With them should be linked the teachings of
the last book of the New Testament Scriptures.
Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic
portions of the writings of Daniel and of John the
revelator cannot be understood. But the promise
is plain that special blessing will
accompany the study of these
prophecies. ‘The wise shall
understand’ (verse 10), was
spoken of the visions of Daniel
that were to be unsealed in
the latter days; and of the
revelation that Christ gave to
His servant John for the guid-
ance of God’s people all through the
centuries, the promise is, ‘Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the words
of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein.” Revelation 1:3.” (Ellen G. White, Prophets
and Kings, pp. 547, 548).




punch lines

“If 1 have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing”
(1 Corinthians 13:2, NIV).

“For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets,
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21, NIV).

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to

heart what is written in it, because the time is near”
(Revelation 1:3, NIV).

further

“We need to study the

working out of God’s

purpose in the history of

nations and in the revela-

tion of things to come, that

we may estimate at their true

value things seen and things

unseen; that we may learn what

is the true aim of life; that, view-

ing the things of time in the light

of eternity, we may put them to their

truest and noblest use.”—Elen G. white, Fdu-
cation, p. 184

“There are many who do not understand the
prophecies relating to these days, and they must be
enlightened.”—Elien G. White, Evangelism, p. 194
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connecting clife

Monday

Read Daniel 10:13, 21; Daniel 12:1; Jude 9;
Revelation 12:7.

In today’s Bible passages Michael is called
“one of the chief princes,” “your prince,” and
“the great prince who protects your people.”
Who is Michael in all of these passages? What
is the hope-filled message to you about Michael
who wins the victory in every battle?

Tuesday
Read Revelation 19:9; Isaiah 25:6-9.
I n Flashlight we begin to see that redemption
and salvation are such huge things that we
will not fully understand them until we find our-
selves sitting at the table with Jesus Christ. It
will be a wonderful day when Jesus sits beside
us and explains to us all those things we barely
were able to understand in texts such as these.
What a glorious moment that will be when we
will sit with Jesus at that banquet table!

Wednesday
Read 1 Corinthians 13:2.
Today’s Bible passage puts into the right
perspective the role of prophecies. Their
study and interpretation needs to be permeated
by a spirit of Christlike love. The prophecies can
bring us to a place of greater love and appre-
ciation for what Christ has done for us, and a
desire to share them with others. God said and
did all of this for love; we have to read and study
with the same object in mind: to love God and
others and to live according to His plan for our
lives.
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Thursday

Read Isaiah 46:9, 10.

H ave you spent time studying the prophecies
in the Bible? Determine in your heart to

make the study of the prophecies an enjoyable

exercise as part of your personal devotional

time. Don't be afraid to ask the tough questions
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